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A   DAYS   WORK  OF  AN  ARCTIC  HUNTER 

STAKTlNd  HY  ArROKAl.  l.UiliT  AND  RlNNINd  OVKR  UK  FOR 
'IWKFVK  IIOFRS  — A  loxii  Fx  )1"  1I(»FSK  K  )R  NINFIKFN  I'F.O- 
I'FF    AND     lliRFF    D( )( iS  —  >1.1:F1'1N(  ;    IN    AN    A!  R-T.  1 .1  ll'     IHT 

liV 

A.  J.  sroNK 

AHlIlL-    KXr|ORi:n    IS    TJIH    INTKUKsrs    OK    TIIIC    A.MlilJKAN    MISKIM    I'V    N.VU  HAt.    HlMoUY 

[Hie  experience  of  Mr.  Stone,  the  Arctic  hunter,  has  been  an  exceedingly  interestini;  one.  Five  years  a<^o  he  was 
en^as^eil  in  business  in  Montana,  l)Ut  his  whole  interest  was  in  natural  history.  With  the  support  of  the  .\nierican  .Museum 
of  Natural  llislorv,  he  i)repare(l  himself  for  an  .Vrctic  journey  by  the  most  rigorous  trainini;  —  startinj;  out  in  the  niorninf,', 
for  instance,  without  breakfast,  ami  climbint;  over  the  mountains  all  ilay  lon^' without  touchin-,'  fmid.  lie  started  on  his 
lirst  .\rctic  trip  in  lS()().  For  four  years  he  was  exploring;  the  northern  interior  ami  coast-line  from  Seattle  to  a  jioint  about 
two  hundred  miles  east  of  Kranklin  iiay,  travellin;,'  in  one  sleddin','  trip,  alont;  the  coast,  more  than  a  thousand  miles.  Of 
the  country  thnm^h  which  he  travelled'  comparatively  little  w.as  known.  Mr.  .Stone  clurin>;  his  journeys  corrected  and  made 
exact  the  lindelined  K«.-i>K"|>liy  "(  tl"-'  northern  coast  ;  compiled  a  list  of  the  regiim's  fauna,  and  added  to  our  knowledjje, 
amonj;  other  animals,  a  new  mountain  sheep,  the  (h'is  Sfo)!,-i,  and  a  new  caribou;  and  ma<le  a  close  study  ol  the  northern 
tril)es,  l)oth  Indian  and  Fskimo,  most  inlerestinj,'  in  its  detail.  Indeed  he  has  observed  most  carefully  two  tribes  which,  we 
believe,  have  never  been  scientilically  described.  In  the  present  sketch  he  tells  of  a  uniipie  day's  work  done  on  Christmas 
Day,  l8c>S,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie  River.     This  ma),'a/.ine  will  contain  from  time  to  time  vivid  stories  ol  what 

ifferent  walks  of  life,  and   this   lifelike    picture    forms  an  excellent    introduction   to 

carcass  of  a  j^iaiit  bow-head  ;  and  in  the  moun- 
tains, the  home  of  the  reindeer,  the  wolves 
are  plottin<;  for  their  holiday  feast ;  while  the 
traveller,  facin<;  the  icy  wind,  tini^les  at  its 
touch  and  shivers  as  he  thinks  of  the  South. 

The  coast  was  low  and  treeless,  with  no 
living  thing  in  sight  except  my  Indians  and 
dogs.  Beyond  was  the  monotonous  stretch 
of  countrv  which  forms  the  delta  of  the  Mac- 
kenzie River.  We  were  stil'  one  hundred 
and  eighty  miles  from  camji,  and  the  hardest 
part  of  the  journey  was  before  us,  for  we  had 
hitherto  been  travelling  on  hard  ice  and  snow, 
and  the  soft  snow  of  the  sheltered  places  was 
still  to  be  passed. 


"a  <lay's  uor 
the   series.  1 


means  to    men    m 


TIIRI:E  weeks  passed  rajiidly  at  Her- 
schel's  Island,  with  the  colony  of 
Noonitagmioot  I'^skimo  to  amuse  and 
interest  us,  and  December  was  already  half 
gone  when  we  started  back  to  I'^trt  McPher- 
son.  Progress  was  slow,  and  with  storms 
and  bad  sledding  it  was  Christmas  when  I 
reached  Oak  Pik  again. 

Christmas  comes  to  the  fields  of  ice  and 
snow  as  surelv  as  it  comes  to  the  land  of 
flowers,  but  not  a  Christmas  of  chiming  bells 
and  laughter  and  play.  Out  on  the  masses 
of  ice  that  break  in  the  wind  and  current,  the 
great  ice-bears  of  the  Ivskimo  growl  and  fight 
over  a  seal  they  have  caught  or  the  stranded 
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A    K(il)KI'r(;.Ml(Mil    KSKIMO. 

On  this  Cliristnias  eve,  however,  we  were 
fortunate  enoii!;h  to  tiiul  an  overhanginj^ 
rock  and  a  tew  odd  sticks  of  drittwood;  and 
we  had  house  and  hearth  and  Arctic  comfort, 
(^ver  a  slow  tire  on  the  top  of  the  snow  we 
made  our  tea,  wiiich,  with  a  striji  of  bacon 
and  two  iiard  biscuits,  completed  each  man's 
supjier.  It  was  far  from  en()U,i;h,  and  the 
jioor  tlo-s  had  to  be  satisfied  with  a  small 
])ortion  of  wh;de-l)lubber,  but  we  were  all 
used  to  stintiui;  ourselves  of  food,  and  were 
thankful  tor  what  we  had.  Supper  over,  tiie 
Indians  rolled  themselves  uj)  in  a  knot,  doi; 
fashion,  and,  windini;'  thcmsehes  up  in  skins, 
were  soon  astee])  in  the  burrow  we  had  made 
in  the  snow.  The  doi;s  were  alreiulv  stretched 
at  full  length,  asleep,  all  except  /ilia.  I'oor 
Zilla,  mv  fore,<;"oer,  a  stunh',  never-tirint;  fel- 
low, was  at  last  worn  out.  It  is  not  sentiment 
but  sincere  truth  when  I  say  that  I  grieved 
for  him  as  for  a  friend. 

The  nij;ht  was  ])erfectly  fair.  A  clear 
moon  shone  down  on  the  white  tields  about 
me,  and  the  stars  were  brii;ht  with  an  Arctic 
winter's  brilliancy,  while  just  before  me  ,i;lim- 
mered  and  sank  the  embers  of  our  fire  on  the 
snowtop.  To  the  north  was  the  ^M"eat  ocean  ; 
to  the  cast  and  .south  the  low,  fiat  i)lain  ;  to  the 


west  the  northern  ridi^e  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains ;  and  all  lav  a  pallid  white.  The  wonder 
of  it  all  held  me  awake  until  lon^^  after  the 
lire  was  dead.  l*"or  the  moment  I  was  per- 
fectly satislied  with  the  danger  and  hard 
usa,L;e  of  the  days  just  past,  lost  in  that  i;reat 
land  of  white  that  stretched  everywhere  about 
me;  and  then,  finally  reali/.ini;-  that  such  davs 
were  before  as  well  as  behind,  and  that  I  must 
make  myself  ready  for  them,  I  bundled  mv- 
self  up  for  the  nij;ht  beside  my  doi;s  and 
Indians  in  our  burrow. 

Christmas  mornini;  found  me  u]i  at  one 
o'clock,  and  two  hours  later,  havinj;"  eaten  a 
breakfast  which  differed  from  our  eveninif 
meal  only  by  the  addition  of  a  few  beans,  we 
were  ready  to  .start.  One  of  the  Indians  ran 
ahead  to  show  the  wa\-,  the  other  took  the 
first  sled,  and  I.  the  second.  The  do,i;s  ran 
off  briskly,  and  seemed  t^lad  to  leave  our 
ni^dit  camp,  for,  looking-  back,  we  could  all 
see  the  form  of  poor  little  Zilla  lyinj;"  beside 


l>KlMo    WOMI.N    AND   (  UIMi. 

I  I'lu'sr  ;)re  ("f  the  Kn..l<|iUL:iiiiiii)t  trihc.  'riicrc  is  Itdlr  rt-.i!  dilTf  rcii' e 
hcuvcfii  the  vati'iiis  trihes  nf  Kskiinn  save  in  the  iiiatler  itf  hi>  ality. 
The  wiMiieii  iif  ihe  pii  lure  have  rather  belter  and  neater  furs  than  the 
average  Ivskinio  women.] 
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■I't/ri^/hf.    l;«ll.  /,^  .t.  J.  .S7.,,if. 


[This  iii;in  is  Urcssrd  in  skiii;i  ami  fur  in  tlic  usu;il  f.i^liiiiii,  ami  wears  "tuotiuUs"  thnmyli  Iiis  lips. 
lie  has  lost  one  uyc  — a  strikingly  cunmion  distifjiiivniLMit  among  ihcso  tribes.] 


the    ilyint 
niLrht. 


tin 


He    IkuI    died    durino;    the 


AN     AKC'IK'    CIIKISI'MAS     M()KM\(; 

'I'lie  niornint;  \v::s  culd  and  ealiii,  nut  a 
lireath  of  air  stirring-.  The  moon  had  low- 
ered and  was  paler.  The  skv  shailed  from  a 
li,L;ht  blue  to  a  deej),  dark  jiurple  at  the  hori- 
zon. A  beautiful  aurora  swaved  its  ,nreat 
ribbonlike  folds  gracefully  above  us  as  if 
stirred  by  a  breeze  ;   then  tied    itself   to  the 


invisible  handle  of  a  brilliant,  fan-shaped 
electrical  display  that  just  tipped  the  jiurple 
of  the  north,  as  if  in  pre|)aration  for  the  fes- 
tivities of  the  season.  There  vvas  a  breath- 
less hush  o\er  all.  I'.ven  the  do};s'  harness 
bells  were  clo,u"i;ed  with  frost  and  coni])letely 
niutlled.  There  was  not  the  howl  of  a  wolf, 
the  hoot  of  an  owl,  the  twitter  of  a  bird,  or 
even  the  breakino-  of  a  twii;-.  The  soft  swish, 
swish  of  mv  Loucheu.x  snowshoes  intensi- 
fied rather  than  broke  the  .silence. 
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The  snow  was  yet  liard  and  the  (lo^;    trav-      chanical.      I  knew  nothing  i)f  exertion  or  the    j 
ed  rai)idl\-.      I  ran  beside  my  sled  as  (  ne  in      passinj;  of  time,  and  l)ut  little  ol  mv  surround-    i 


el  led  rai) 


li 


elds  ot   ice  and  snow. 


a  dreaiii.  An  illusion  ol  unreality  controlled  in^'s.  I  reniendier  having;  seen  the  moon  at 
me,  and  I  became  an  ima^^Miiary  beinf;  follow-  the  noon  hour  directly  north  of  me,  about  live 
in<;  a  fancied  do^-team  o\er  unknown,  unreal      decrees  above   the  hori/on,  and   I  wondered 

It   was  a   land  made      at  it  j;reatly  ;    but  soon  I  had  fori;()tten  it  all, 

and  was  aj;ain  running;  ami  dreamint;  beside 
my  sled.  Only  a  few  minutes  after,  as  it 
seemed,  I  heard  the  barkinj;"  of  the  do,i;s,  and, 
lookim;'  at  mv  watch,  was  astonished  to  see 


i;,i,,in,fl,t,  \\*^K  hii  \.  J.  Slune. 

KSKIMO   MdlllKR    ANO   tHIl.l). 

['I'he  women  c;irry  iheir  i  tiildri-n  tiiis  way   in  a  deep  Imod  on   lon^ 
journcy^.     'I'his  lady  is  wcariii^^  a  suit  of*  inipitrted"  furs.j 

bv  ma,L,nc,  a  day  which  made  me  j,dad  for 
what  I  had  been  able  to  do,  content  with 
scanty  food  and  no  shelter,  and  fearless  as  to 
the  future.  All  day  lonj;  I  ran  with  the  sled. 
I   did  not  tire,  for  my  runninj^^  seemed   me- 


that  I  had  been  constantly  runninj^  for  just 
twelve  hours,  and  at  a  speed  of  about  three 
and  one-fourth  miles  an  hour.  It  was  a 
stranj;e  .sort  of  a  day  for  an  Arctic  explorer  U 
to  spend,  this  of  runninj;'  in  a  dream  over 
miles  of  ice  and  snow  ;  and  I  cannot  explain 
it.  unless  it  was  because  the  day  was  Christ- 
mas day  and  I  was  alone  on  the  north  coast. 

My  do<;s  turned  to  climb  the  sl()])ini(  river- 
bank,  and  I  knew  we  must  be  approaching^ 
Oak  rik  Ij^loo,  where  some  Mskimo  were  liv- 
ing". I"2ven  while  I  helped  the  d(),i,^s  to  climb 
the  bank  with  the  sled,  we  came  upon  a  nar- 
row stri])  of  willows,  and  jiassed  throui^h 
them  upon  the  small  lake.  Pushing  throuj^h 
more  willows  on  the  farther  bank,  we  came 
suddenly  upon  the  low,  dome-sha])e  ij^loo,  cov- 
ered with  snow.  As  maybe  judji;ed  from  my 
description  of  our  Christmas  eve  supj^er,  we 
had  a  very  limited  amount  of  food.  And 
these  I^skimo  are  very  fond  of  white  man's 
food.  It  seemed  that  deception  was  the  only 
wav  by  which  we  could  obtain  lodi^inj;  and 
keep  food  enout;h  to  last  throuj^h  our  journey. 
So  I  told  them  without  any  compunction  that 
we  were  starving;,  and  prepared  for  a  nii^ht 
as  a  i^uest  of  the  iijloo. 

The  Indians  had  already  unloaded  the  bed 
dinj;',  and  had  started  to  carry  it  inside.  I 
followed  them,  j.;ettin<;  down  on  my  hands 
and  knees  and  crawlinj^  throu<;h  the  low  ])as- 
saj^eway.  The  atmosphere  that  met  me  from 
within  was  heavy  and  sickening;  but.  of  course, 
one  cannot  be  too  fastidious  in  an  igloo.  While 
we  were  shaking  hands  with  our  new  friends, 
a  few  dogs  were  thrown  outside  to  make  more 
room  for  us.  The  ICskimo  is  really  a  very 
courteous  host. 

A    lo  X  1 1    rooT   iioMK   roK    rwo  r.VMii.ir.s, 
(iiKsrs,   .AM)   i)()(;s 

The  interior  of  the  hut  was  almost  scpiarc, 
with   a    floor    space   of,  I    should    say,   about 
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xmk,  we  came 
lape  ij^loo,  cov- 
idf^ed  from  my 
:ve  sui)per,  we 
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.\  i'.\Rrv  OF  i:sKiM(). 

(  lust  such  ;i  partv  as  Nh.  Slom;  spent  his  ( 'hrislniMs  iiiyht  u  ilh.  .Aiikiiil;  tlicm  may  hi' si'cii  ihr  v,n  inl  '.ivies  ol  luis  anil  skins 
«iiin.  The  third  I'lskinm  troni  the  rijjht  of  the  pitluri'  is  smoking  the  slioil,  tiny-houU'd  pip<'  so  timnuon  .iiimnt;  .i.l  llu'  nilns.  It 
liardly  serves  for  more  tliaii  luo  or  tlnee  whitt's  at  once.] 


ten  or  eleven  feet,  and  about  five  and  a 
half  feet  from  floor  to  roof.  It  was  the  home 
of  two  families,  nine  people  in  all,  and  num- 
berless dofi^s  and  jnippies.  Two  native  oil- 
lamps  were  burning.;,  and  by  their  yellow  li^ht 
I  could  see  the  faces  of  my  companions.  A 
very  interesting-  study  they  were,  too.  The 
youni;est  was  a  little  i^irl  evidently  about  nine 
years  of  aj;e,  with  a  face  that  would  have  been 
realtv  pretty  had  it  been  clean  aiul  had  her 
hair  been  combed,  but  these  are  over-niceties 
with  which  the  ICskimo  women  never  worry 
themselves.  "S'et  they  all  ctimplained  of  their 
dress,  and  the  scarcity  of  'j^ond  furs. 

Dead  willows  made  a  fire  in  the  centre  of 
the  camp,  and  one  of  my  Indians  broii<;ht  up 
two  kettles  of  water  fiom  the  lake,  one  for 
the  tea  and  the  other  for  /(>s//.  These  were 
to  make  our  Christmas  dinner :  /ox//,  the 
uf^liest,  most  worthless  food  tish  on  earth,  not 
ht  for  the  hungriest  Arctic  do^s,  and  tea 
without  sujjjar.  One  of  my  Indians  broke 
up  the  frozen  mass  of  tish  into  chunks  with 
an  axe,  and  threw  them  into  the  kettle  with- 
out seasoniiiLj  of  any  kind.  The  dav  had 
been  a  lonj;-  one  of  continuous  travel,  and  this 
indeed  seemed  a  poor  reward  for  it  all. 
Then  the  history  of  previous  travt;IIers  in  this 
rej;ion  and  their  jnivation  came  to  my  mind. 
Fifty  years   ago  .Sir   John   Franklin's  entire 


expedition  perished  in  the  very  latitude  of 
this,  my  Christmas  camp.  Of  an  army  of 
brave,  helpless  men,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  in  all,  not  one  remained  to  tell  us  of  all 
the  sufferinjj^  and  misery  they  experienced. 
Theirs   was    an    heroic   strug<'le   against   too 


•'"I'lirhllll .  l'.""l.   In/  .1.  J.  .StuiU  . 

AN    AKHIC   WHAI.KK    IN    WINIKU   (.)rAK  IKKS. 

[At  lit'rsche!  Island  when  Mr.  Siniie  was  there  at  this  time  llic  whaler 
whith  lay  lilockeil  up  with  hl<n;ks  i)t-sa<iw  fur  the  wiiuer.  furnished  hin". 
with  sonic  j^ond  eoinpaniniis.  ludeeil,  nu  the  t'lrst  d.iy  of  die  trip  he 
descrihes,  the  men  of  the  wlialer  anouipanied  him  aloni;  the  coast.) 
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AN    KSKIMO   (IRANliI  AIMKK. 

(A  typical  old  iKitriarcli  nl  ilic  liiluo.  | 

great    odds.       IMine    was    a    rosy  Christmas, 
after  all,  full  of  health  and  boiled  /(>.\//. 

I  j;ave  the  natives  all  the  tea  they  could 
drink,  which  jdeased  them  so  much  that  my 
do,i;s  had  a  veritable  feast  at  their  hands. 
The  eveniuL^  meal  was  scarcelv  over  when 
one  of  the  native  women  brou,t;-ht  out  a 
copper  kettle  almost  full  of  filthv,  <;reasy 
water,  huni;'  it  oxer  the  tire,  and  dro])ped  in 
a  mass  of  tish.  When  the  mass  had  had 
time  to  boil  she  produced  a  couple  of  dirty 
wooden  platters  which  had  evidcntlv  been 
used  for  years  without  washin<,^  l"o  ajipear 
well  before  her  white  visitor,  however,  she 
did  dip  some  of  the  boilini;  li(|uid  into  them 
from  off  the  boilinj;  fish,  twirled  it  around 
for  a  moment,  and  jKHU'cd  it  into  the  kettle 
a<.(ain.      Then,   taking   a  greats])0()n   formed 


'  •'ifyriijht 


of  h 
only 


urn 
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(Iren,  makin:;'  in  all  nine 
teen  people  and  three 
do.ns  in  the  little  hut, 
and  a  larL;e  number  ol 
do,L;s  outside. 

The  woman  who  had 
just  come  was  a  rather 
pretty  Ivskimo  woman, 
and  wore  a  beautiful 
new  suit  of  "  im|)orted" 
reindeer  skins  that  fitted 
her  e\ceediii,i;ly  well. 
After  sittinic  before  the 
fire  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  brushing'  the  frost 
from  her  furs,  she  unfas- 
tened her  belt,  and,  ]iut 
ting  her  hands  around 
to  one  side,  drew  out  a 
little  reddish  brown  ball 
lan  Hesh,  perfectly  bare,  and  evidently 
ew  weeks  old,  from  beneath  her  gar- 


,"«l.  hy  .1.  J.  Sh 


I'npi/rif/hl.  V.*«y  hy  .1.  J,  Stone. 

AN    KSKIMO   SNOW    KNIl'l'.   AND   CASK. 

['I'his  peculiar  ktiife  wa^^  m.ailc  of  a  piece  of  scrap  iron  ohtaiiiec 
from  some  \^  haling  \'essel,  shaped  and  tempered  in  ;i  nide  hand  fn'ye. 
In  spite  of  this  it  was  lieantifnlly  polished,  with  a  remarkahly  exact. 
tajieriiiH  ;;roove  ilown  the  iiiidille  'I'lie  case  is  made  of  very  cosll) 
uiidressetl  skin  decorated  with  lieads  and  porcupine  tjiiills.] 
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ment.  Then  eame  its  little  furs,  and  into 
them  it  went,  until,  at  last,  it  looked  like  ;v 
|)erfeet  bundle  of  fur. 

,\    srsi'KKirs    lU.Di'i  i.i.ow 

These  neweomers,  also,  were  ready  lor  the 
meal  of  boiled  tish  ;  and,  that  once  completed, 
thev  all  turned  to  the  frozen  tish  oiue  more. 
When  thev  had  linallv  finished  their  eatin.L;-, 
I  talked  and  traded  with  them,  ;j,ivinL;- tea  and 
tobacco  for  some  trinkets  they  had  made. 
The  evenin.L;-  had  passed  rapidly,  and  it  was 
midni-hl  when  the  part\-  retired.  I  was 
allotted  a  larger  space  than  any  one  else,  in 
•  me  corner,  and  a  bii;',  villanons-lookin,:.;"  lel- 
low.  one  of  the  newcomers,  whose  appear- 
ance 1  did  not  like  in  the  least,  volunteered 
to  arrange  mv  sleepin,n-,i,^ear  for  me.  lie 
siKH-eeded  far  better  than  I  could  have  done. 
\'et  1  could  not  help  distrustini;-  him,  for  he 
had  a  wild  pair  of  eves  and  watched  me  con- 
stantly.     In    one  of   the  oil   lamps   they  left 
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M.\l'  Ol'    .NORIHWKSIKKN    liklllSIl    AMKKU  .\ 
[SliDwing  .Mr.  .Stiiiit;'s  route  ami  his  ytoyraiiliicil  iliscovcrics  1 


<„i  :/ri;llil.  I'.lll'l.  I,./  .1.  J.  S  .."!■. 

.\N    l-KIMD    II  I. A  1 1. 

[  .\  I  li.ii.ut'rislif  IhjiI  ni'  line  nf  t!ie  i'.^kimiK  in  iii-^  piinic,  'I'he 
bone  ornaments  in  the  lip  nt'  this  man  .ue  partirul.iily  interestiliL;. 
'riiest;  l.irue  "  tootmks,*'  as  tliev  are  eaileil,  are  i  nnsiili-reil  wmih 
till)  while  I'ox  skins  per  pair.  Ihey  are  stui:k  through  i;apin,L;  holes 
maiie  in  the   lip  lor  tlie   purpnse.] 


burninj;'  a  small  wick  that  cast  a  faint  .tjlim- 
nier  of  yellow  lii,dit  about  the  dinu^y  hole.  I 
fell  asleej)  tpiicklv,  l)ul  it  could  not  have  been 
loui,^  after  when  I  woke  with  a  start.  Luckily 
I  onlv  opened  my  e\es  slightly,  for  I  saw  my 
\  illanous-lookiiiL;-  friend  sittini;'  up,  bending 
over  me,  and  lookin;.;"  directlv  into  mv  face, 
I  was  satisfied  to  lie  still  and  watch  him,  but 
not  without  a  thrill  of  fear.  lie  sat  motion- 
less for  a  while,  then  leaned  back,  li.n'hted  his 
pipe,  and  took  two  or  three  Ioul;' whiffs,  Fskimo 
fashion.  .All  at  once,  to  mv  surprise,  he 
turned  over  and  fell  asleep.  I'lvidently  his 
curiosity  was  satisfied,  and  he  had  decided 
that  the  white-faced  strani;er  from  the  south 
was  not  such  a  remarkable  man  after  all. 
For  nivself,  I  was  well  pleased  with  his  lack 
of  appreciation. 

Notwithstanding  my  restlessness  and  the 
lack  of  air,  —  for  at  night  they  seal  uji  the 
igloo  entrance,  its  only  ventilation,  and  make 
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AN    IMHAN    IHr    Nl  AU     lltl     MiU    111    ol      I  H  K.    M  At  KINZI K    KIVKK. 


[While  >li,:;litly  iUft'L'rt.-iu  I'mm  the  l\>l^inM  Ij^liuw,  thi>  gives  an  excellent  tilea  of  the  space  available  for  the  lari;c 

liarty  wiili  wlnmi  Mr.  Stntie  spent  the  uiuht.  1 


the  hut  ;i.s  nearly  ;iir-ti,i;ht  as  ])()ssible, —  I 
slept  well  (luriiii;  the  remainder  of  the  ni^ht, 
and  we  started  in  ,i;()(k1  s])irits  in  the  niorninj;'; 
in  j;()i)d  spirits,  l)ut  without  breakfast,  for,  al- 
th(ju,i;h  the  Ivskiino  offered  lis  more  frozen 
fish,  we  decided  to  breakfast  en  route.  That 
ni.i^ht's  entertainment  did  not  whet  our  appe- 
tites. 

We  bade  farewell  to  our  hosts,  who  had 
shown  courtesies,  if  not  comforts,  to  us,  and 
were  awa\'  tor  the  lields  of  soft  snow  and 
hard  travellinL;'  before  us.  So  passed  mv 
Christmas,  and  when,  a  week  later,  I  sat  be- 
side the  fire  in  my  Httle  cabin  home  at  Fort 
McPherson,  while  the  wind  pounded  at^ainst 
the  cabin  walls,  I  remembered  that  white 
Christmas  Mve,  the  unreal  dreaming;  day  bv 
the  sled,  the  straiiire  meal  and  niiiht  at  the 


iifloo  tavern,  Init,  most  or  all  and  sadlv,  mv  o 


Id 


companion 


Zill; 


I,  wno  nes  mined  m 


th 


e  snow 


of   our  camp  by  the   overhanj;ini;   rock.      It 
was  the  sort  of  day  that  so  impresses  itself  on 
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morv  as  to  become  fixed  forever. 
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